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The Town of Fort Smith opens a new Child Care Centre 
 
In response to an overwhelming demand from community residents the Town of Fort Smith has opened 
a new Child Care Centre in the town’s Community Recreation Centre. The Town of Fort Smith Council 
voted unanimously in April 2020 to create a new child care centre, building on the work done over the 
past few years by the Fort Smith Daycare. The motion also added several child care staff to the Town’s 
organizational structure and creates a new Advisory Board made up of interested residents that will 
support the implementation of the child care centre.  
 
Child care has long been identified by residents as a community priority and the lack of available 
childcare was frequently discussed in the Town’s 2018 Strategic Plan update as well as in the recently 
renewed Community Services Master Plan. The new child care facility, which has yet to be named, is 
now open and provides preschool care to 16 children as well as after-school care to another 20 children 
and is staffed by a team of qualified early childhood educators. 
 
To register a child in the new centre, please contact the Town at 872-4732. 
 
Quote from Mayor Napier, the Town of Fort Smith 
“I am very excited to announce that Town has opened a new child care centre. Town residents have long 
identified child care as a priority for our community and lack of child care spaces has been a barrier to 
local economic development and attracting new residents.”  

- Mayor Lynn Napier, Town of Fort Smith 
 
Quote from Katie McNabb, President of the Fort Smith Daycare Society 
"The Fort Smith Daycare Society Board of Directors is announcing the dissolution of our organization, 
which has worked for several years on opening a daycare in our community. The society is proud to 
announce that after years of working together the Town has formed a Childcare Department and are 
now the license holder and operator of a brand new daycare in Fort Smith! We are so excited to watch 
this program grow knowing we were such a big part of its vision. We are ready to pass the torch and 
really encourage community members who are still interested in supporting local childcare programs to 
join the Town of Fort Smith Childcare Advisory Board by filling out an Expression of Interest form on the 
Town website." 

- Katie McNabb, President of the Fort Smith Daycare Society 
 
For more information please contact: 
Mayor Lynn Napier 
Town of Fort Smith PO Box 147, 174 McDougal Road,  
Fort Smith, NT X0E 0P0  867-872-8400  mayor.napier@fortsmith.ca 
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