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  COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF FORT SMITH
MEETING 07-24
THE FIRST REGULAR MEETING OF COUNCIL FOR
THE MONTH OF JULY AND THE
             SEVENTH FOR THE YEAR 2024
PRESENT:

Mayor F. Daniels

 



Cr. K. Campbell

Cr. M. Couvrette



Cr. L. Beaulieu

Cr. D. Fergusson
REGRETS:

D/M D. Korol, Cr. A. Pischinger, Cr. L. Tuckey

STAFF:
E.Colucci, Acting Senior Administrative Officer
S.Westwell, Executive Secretary
GALLERY:      
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Meeting 07-24                                                                                                                     7:00 PM 

July 23, 2024                                                                                      Town Hall Council Chambers
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A.
CALL TO ORDER & CONFIRMATION OF QUORUM
Mayor Daniels called the meeting to order at 7:00p.m. and confirmed a quorum of Council was present. 
Mayor Daniels read the acknowledgement of First Nations.

B.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA


	24-174  Moved by: Cr. D. Fergusson
   Seconded by: Cr. M. Couvrette
That the agenda be adopted as presented.
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY


C.       PRESENTATIONS
a. RCMP Police Report June 2024 
Sgt. Cagri Yilmaz presented the June 2024 Police Report stating that June was an average month for Calls. In regards to the first priority being road safety, two individuals were charged and multiple tickets issued. Second priority, community engagement and reconciliation, members continue to volunteer with the animal shelters, schools, and community events.  Our third priority, harm reduction, compliance and curfew checks are routinely done with high risk/ continuous offenders. 
A notable event in June was a plane crash that was just south of the border. RCMP responded and it is still under investigation with Transport Canada however, no injuries were reported. 

Cr. K. Campbell asked about the devices used during check stops and if it detects drugs. 

Sgt. Cagri Yilmaz stated that there are two devices, one is strictly for alcohol and the other is for various drugs however, they are not using that device due to availability. That does not mean that they are not using other tests to detect drugs. A number of members are SFSD trained. This is a physical test which detects intoxication by alcohol and drugs, 

Cr. D. Fergusson questioned, looking at the report, if assaults have increased or if the reporting is different. 

Sgt. Cagri Yilmaz confirmed that there has not been a change in reporting and there has in fact been an increase in common assault reports. 

Mayor F. Daniels questioned how the town is going to deal with fentanyl, stating that there have been drug overdoses in the community, but how are we to move forward with fentanyl in town. In particular, the people selling it, they know what they are doing. Is there a connection, if someone sells fentanyl and someone overdoses, what happens, can they be charged. 

Sgt. Cagri Yilmaz stated that any seizure of drugs, they are typically sent to the Health Canada Lab in British Columbia, in the samples that have been previously sent, the RCMP was not made aware of any fentanyl. Sgt. Cagri Yilmaz stated that he is not saying there is no fentanyl in Fort Smith, there just has not been any confirmed cases. As far as fatal overdoes, it is believed that there was one a few months ago, we are just waiting on toxicology. If the RCMP are able to prove that someone has died from an overdose, and that drug was sold by a specific individual, if that was all able to be linked together, typically the charge that would follow would be manslaughter. It is a tough offence to prove. 
D.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Regular Meeting of Council 06-24 – The minutes from the Regular Meeting of Council were reviewed.
	24-175    Moved by: Cr. D. Fergusson
   Seconded by: Cr. M. Couvrette
That the minutes of Regular Meeting 06-24 of June 18th, 2024, be adopted as presented.
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY


Special Meeting of Council SP-05-24 – The minutes from the Special Meeting of Council were reviewed.
	24-176   Moved by: Cr. D. Fergusson
   Seconded by: Cr. L. Beaulieu
That the minutes of Special Meeting SP-05-24 of July 16th, 2024, be adopted as presented.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY


E.
 COUNCIL BUSINESS

a. Administration 
i.  Briefing Note - Pool Assessment RFQ Cost – Capital Budget Limitations. 

Briefing Note - Pool Assessment RFQ Cost – Capital Budget Limitations was reviewed outlining options for where the budget for the RFQ cost could come from. 
Cr. D. Fergusson questioned about the items that were on hold and if access to funding for the projects and are they on hold not because of the Town or because of something else. 

Administration advised that she believes they are on hold at this point because of the current load of projects. 

Cr. M. Couvrette suggested looking at Slope Stability project as a source of funding. His rationale being, that the pool is a significant community asset that is well utilized with multiple past mechanical issues. 
Cr. K. Campbell agreed with Cr. M. Couvrette.

	24-177   Moved by:  Cr. M. Couvrette

   Seconded by: Cr. D. Fergusson

That Mayor and Council authorize the deferral of funding from the Slope Stability Design Project to offset the cost of the William Schaefer Memorial Pool Assessment Project. 
            PASSED UNANIMOUSLY


b. Introduction and Consideration of Committee Reports

Protective Services Standing Committee – The Protective Services minutes were reviewed. 
	24-178   Moved by:  Cr. D. Fergusson
   Seconded by: Cr. M. Couvrette
That the Protective Services Standing Committee minutes from July 9th, 2024, be adopted as presented.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY


	24-179  Moved by: Cr. D. Fergusson
  Seconded by: Cr. M. Couvrette
That DPA-024-24, submitted by Larry Marcial, to operate a home occupation mobile auto detailing, Larry’s Mobile Auto Detailing, from Lot 1342, Plan 1788, 24 Caribou Cr., in Fort Smith is approved.
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY


	24-180  Moved by:  Cr. D. Fergusson
  Seconded by: Cr. K. Campbell
That DPA-026-24, submitted by NT Energy, for the construction of electric vehicle charging stations and associated parking, from Lot 4415/730, Plan 1820/836, Zone I, 108 King Street, in Fort Smith is approved.
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY


	24-181  Moved by:  Cr. K. Campbell
  Seconded by: Cr. M. Couvrette
That DPA-027-24, submitted by Ragged Range Inc., for the construction of a series of apartment complexes, from Lot F, Plan 25, Zone TC, 231 Primrose, in Fort Smith is approved.
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY



Corporate Services Standing Committee – The Corporate Services minutes were reviewed. 
	24-182  Moved by:  Cr. D. Fergusson
   Seconded by: Cr. M. Couvrette
That the Corporate Services Standing Committee minutes from July 9th, 2024, be adopted as presented.
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY


	24-183  Moved by: Cr. K. Campbell
  Seconded by: Cr. D. Fergusson
That Administration responds to the correspondence from St. John’s Anglican Church to address their questions regarding the taxation and utility rates changes in a detailed letter.
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY


	24-184  Moved by:  Cr. D. Fergusson
  Seconded by: Cr. K. Campbell
That Council approves the CPI funding Contribution Agreements with MACA for fiscal year 2024-2025 in the amount of $1,656,000.
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY


Cr. M. Couvrette stated that he agrees with his fellow councilors that the Town of Fort Smith is being underfunded. The infrastructure is rapidly declining, and this is one of the avenues for us to try and maintain it. With the Premier being in town in the near future, we should be making this a strong point of concern. 

Mayor F. Daniels agreed. 
	24-185  Moved by:  Cr. M. Couvrette
  Seconded by: Cr. D. Fergusson
That Council approves the Operations and Maintenance Funding Contribution Agreements with MACA for fiscal year 2024-2025 in the amount of $2,408,000
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY


	24-186  Moved by:  Cr. D. Fergusson
  Seconded by: Cr. K. Campbell
That Council approves the Water and Sewer Subsidy Funding Contribution Agreements with MACA for fiscal year 2024-2025 in the amount of $671,000
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY


	24-187  Moved by:  Cr. D. Fergusson
  Seconded by: Cr. K. Campbell
That Council directs Administration to approve the request for an extension of one year of the current Town of Fort Smith / Salt River First Nation Municipal Services Agreement and that it be noted that the services for the new subdivision will not be turned on until the town facilities have been deemed able to accept the increased load and a new MOU is in place. 
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY


	24-188  Moved by:  Cr. K. Campbell
  Seconded by: Cr. M. Couvrette
That Council approves the increase in the Sewage Lagoon Liner Replacement Project Budget to include the additional design and project costs. 
ONE ABSTENTION

PASSED 


Community Services Standing Committee – The Community Services minutes were reviewed. 
	24-189 Moved by:  Cr. D. Fergusson
 Seconded by: Cr. K. Campbell
That the Community Services Standing Committee minutes from July 16th, 2024, be adopted as presented.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY


	24-190  Moved by: Cr. K. Campbell
 Seconded by: Cr. L. Beaulieu
That Margo Harney be appointed the Returning Officer for the 2024 Municipal election.
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY


Municipal Services Standing Committee – The Municipal Services minutes were reviewed. 
	24-191   Moved by: Cr. M. Couvrette
  Seconded by: Cr. L. Beaulieu
That the Municipal Services Standing Committee minutes from July 16th, 2024, be adopted as presented.

            PASSED UNANIMOUSLY


	24-192    Moved by: Cr. D. Fergusson
  Seconded by: Cr. M. Couvrette
That the signing authorities for the Town of Fort Smith shall be Mayor Fred Daniels, Deputy Mayor Dianna Korol and Councillor Leonard Tuckey on behalf of Council, and

That the signing authorities for the Town of Fort Smith shall be Tracy Thomas, Senior Administrative Officer; and Emily Colucci, Director of Community Services.

That all documents must be signed by two officers; one from Council and one from Administration.
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY


	24-193    Moved by:  Cr. M. Couvrette
  Seconded by: Cr. D. Fergusson
              That Bylaw 1059, Appointment of Fire Chief Adam McNab be given a third                                           

              reading by title only. 

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY


	24-194    Moved by:  Cr. K. Campbell
  Seconded by: Cr. D. Fergusson
That Council accept the proposal submitted by Maskwa Engineering Ltd. with the price of $12,100.00 + GST for the inspection and report of the William Schaefer Memorial Pool and to ask Administration to bring forward recommendations as to what appropriate areas of funding might cover this expenditure.
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY


	24-195    Moved by:  Cr. M. Couvrette
  Seconded by: Cr. D. Fergusson
That Council approves the budget for the energy upgrade.
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY


c. Appointments 

	24-196  Moved by:  Cr. M. Couvrette
  Seconded by: Cr. K. Campbell
That Michael Vassal be reappointed to the Community Services Advisory Board for a two-year term ending December 31st, 2025
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY


d. Mayor and Council/Board Representative Updates 
i. Cr. Fergusson stated that she had not attended any meetings in July. Provided a reminder for people to check on elders as well to protect yourselves from the smoke, try to stay inside.
ii. Cr. Campbell No updates for the NWTAC for the past month. Questioned the crosswalk at Caulder and McDougal, requested an update, questioned when the crack filling would be completed, and requested that the grass cutting continue as there is still lots to be done. 
Administration stated that the signs just arrived and should be ready to be installed within the next two weeks. 
iii. Cr. Couvrette made a public service announcement. It is very dry, people out camping and enjoying the wilderness, please be careful. With it being this hot there is really no need for a fire. If you are on an ATV or any other vehicle in the bush please make sure they are clean and not dropping sparks. Enjoy yourselves but be careful and be safety conscious. 
iv. Cr. Beaulieu stated that she had no current concerns, however, would like to congratulate all of the leadership in the community. The community has been very active within the last month with all of the activities for the kids and adults. 
v. Mayor Daniels stated that Smiths Landing received their funding to do the water line study from our water place to their reserve. That will hopefully be commencing next week. They are hoping to meet with us at the water plant in between August – December to do a walk-through. We are making good progress with this, as this was just recently brought up thanks to Indian Affairs running with it. Hopefully, with this line, we can bring it to Carl’s Drive. 
F. ABSENCE OF COUNCIL MEMBERS

	24-197   Moved by: Cr. D. Fergusson
  Seconded by:  Cr. K. Campbell
That Cr. Beaulieu, Cr. Couvrette be excused from the Protective Services Standing Committee meeting on July 9th, 2024.
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY


	24-198   Moved by:  Cr. M. Couvrette
  Seconded by: Cr. K. Campbell
That Cr. Beaulieu and Cr. Couvrette be excused from the Corporate Services Standing Committee Meeting on July 9, 2024.
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY


	24-199  Moved by:  Cr. M. Couvrette
  Seconded by: Cr. L. Beaulieu
That Cr. Pischinger and Cr. Fergusson be excused of the Community Services Standing Committee meeting on July 16th, 2024.
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY


	24-200   Moved by:  Cr. K. Campbell
  Seconded by: Cr. L. Beaulieu
That Cr. Pischinger and Cr. Fergusson be excused from the Municipal Services Standing Committee meeting on July 16th, 2024.
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY


	24-201   Moved by:  Cr. D. Fergusson
  Seconded by: Cr. L. Beaulieu
That D/M D. Korol, Cr. A. Pischinger, Cr. L. Tuckey be excused from the Regular Meeting of Council on July 23, 2024.
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY


J. DATE OF NEXT COUNCIL MEETING

Corporate and Protective Services Standing Committee Meetings – August 6th, 2024  

Community and Municipal Services Standing Committee Meetings – August 13th, 2024

Regular Meeting of Council 08-24 – August 20th, 2024
K.         ADJOURNMENT

	24-202  Moved by: Cr. M. Couvrette
  Seconded by: Cr. D. Fergusson
That the meeting be adjourned at 7:46 p.m.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY



Minutes adopted this 20th day of August 2024.

____________________________________ 


Mayor Fred Daniels

___________________________________ 


Certified Correct by the


Senior Administrative Officer Tracy Thomas
L.
QUESTION PERIOD

A question period was offered in accordance with policy.
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